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PeaceJam Welcome
Dr. John M. Dunn
4/1/11
• Good evening, welcome to Western Michigan University this evening to hear the
kick-off event of the 2011 Great Lakes PeaceJam Conference. In addition to all of
you who are here tonight to hear Adolfo Pérez Esquivel speak, there are hundreds
of young people--high school students--from throughout Michigan, Ohio, Indiana
and Illinois here for the weekend. They will spend their time here tackling the most
critical issues of this or any time--peace and nonviolence.
• This community is all about partnerships. That's how we make good things
happen. For nine years, Great Lakes PeaceJam has partnered with WMU to
provide an annual conference where high school and college students learn from a
Nobel Peace Prize winner. Eight Nobel Peace Prize winners have previously
visited WMU as a result, enriching the lives of students and the Kalamazoo
community. Think of it, this evening, this community is enjoying the opportunity
to hear from a Nobel Laureate for the ninth time in as many years.
• I am grateful to Great Lakes PeaceJam for its partnership and to the appropriately
named organization "We Are Seeding Change," which coordinates Great Lakes
PeaceJam activities. And I'm enormously thankful to those who are funding this
annual project. Without them, these events and the benefits we all receive from
them would not occur. They include the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the Kalamazoo
Community Foundation and the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation.
• The young people with us this weekend will spend two days working with
tonight’s speaker. He is an artist and peace activist honored by the 1980 Nobel
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committee for his nonviolent protests against human rights violations in his native
Argentina and --particularly for his advocacy for the protection of children from
indoctrination into violent behavior.
Speaking about the need to reach out to others in our world with an open hand of
friendship, Adolfo Pérez Esquivel [ah-DOLE-foe PEAR-ez Es-key-VELL] once
noted that open hand is the only approach to peace, "Because we know that we
cannot sow seeds with clenched fists. To sow we must open our hands."
Thank you for being here and enjoy your evening with us, and be ready to leave
here this evening ready to open your hand in friendship and peace.
Thank you.
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